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-TO  TUE- 


Trustees  of  Beloit  College 


JUNE  22.  1903. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: — 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  for  your  consideration  the  following  report 
of  the  Faculty  of  Beloit  College  for  the  year  1902-1903: 

I.  GENERAL  STATEMENT.  The  college  has  just  closed  one  of  the 
best  years  of  its  history.  The  total  enrollment  of  College  and  Academy  has 
reached  464,  a  gain  of  twenty  over  last  year.  The  college  proper  has 
gained  nine.  The  general  tone  has  been  excellent.  Th  Beloit  atmosphere 
is  on  the  whole  unique,  indefinable  perhaps,  but  so  powerfully  present  that  it 
seldom  fails  to  charm  and  take  hold  of  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  students 
and  to  mould  them  gradually  into  the  Beloit  type  of  men  and  women.  To 
appreciate  this  fact  fully  one  has  only  to  visit  one  or  more  colleges  or  uni- 
versities in  the  middle  West.     Beloit  never  suffers  from  such  comparisons. 

II.  THE  PRESIDENT.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  both  the  faculty 
and  students  rejoiced  in  the  return  of  President  Eaton.  His  presence  at 
the  head  of  things  has  inspired  confidence  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all. 
His  year  of  rest  and  travel  in  Europe  has  borne  abundant  fruits  which  have 
been  a  source  of  great  enjoyment  to  the  college  community.  His  talks  at 
the  Sunday  Vesper  service  and  occasionally  at  chapel  exercises  have  been 
refreshing  to  all  who  have  heard  them.  Such  interesting  and  instructive 
glimpses  of  a  different  life  and  land  are  especially  appreciated  by  those  of  us 
who,  so  to  speak,  "live  and  move  and  have  our  being"  within  the  narrow 
limits  of  the  college  campus.  A  most  inspiring  thought  in  this  connection  is 
the  fact  that  the  trustees  by  generously  instituting  the  programme  of  the 
"sabbatical  year"  have  made  it  possible  for  this  freshening  contact  with  the 
outside  to  go  on  indefinitely,  and  with  cumulative  results.  It  seems  im- 
portant, however,  that  if  the  best  results  are  to  be  realized  from  this  seventh 
year  privilege,  the  young  men  of  the  faculty  should  be  given  their  leave  of  ab- 


sence  at  the  earliest  convenient  date.  It  has  been  suggested  by  President 
Eaton  and  others  of  the  faculty  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made  whereby 
two  men  could  be  released  each  year,  one  the  first  half,  the  other  the  second 
half  of  the  year.  By  this  plan  each  man  would  have,  counting  the  summer 
vacation,  seven  months  for  study,  and  two  of  these  half  year  periods  would 
undoubtedly  be  worth  more  both  to  himself  and  to  the  college  than  one  con- 
tinuous year,  and  in  this  way  the  younger  members  of  the  faculty  would  reap 
much  earlier  the  benefits  of  this  valuable  provision  on  the  part  of  the 
trustees. 

III.  DISCIPLINE.  Throughout  the  year  there  has  been  shown  a  whole- 
some respect  for  law  and  order.  Little  has  occcurred  to  mar  the  peace  and 
serenity  of  college  activities.  Minor  violations  of  rules  have  been  punished 
promptly  and  with  justice,  so  that  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  college  have 
not  suffered.  Dean  Smith  is  certainly  to  be  commended  for  the  care  and 
thoroughnesss  with  which  he  has  followed  up  the  matter  of  absences  and 
for  the  satisfactory  way  in  which  he  has  dealt  with  other  minor  cases  of  dis- 
cipline. Through  his  efforts  the  President  has  been  relieved  of  much  un- 
necessary work  and  worry. 

IV.  RELIGIOUS  LIFE.  The  general  moral  and  religious  tone  of  the 
student  body  is  decidedly  encouraging.  The  standard  of  honor  is  higher, 
ideas  of  right  and  justice  and  right  living  broader  and  sounder  than  in  past 
years.  In  these  particulars  the  students  have  simply  kept  pace  with  the 
general  tendencies  of  the  religious  world  outside.  They  have  battled  suc- 
cessfully with  the  "honor  system"  in  examinations.  The  "honor  system" 
throws  upon  the  students  themselves  the  responsibility  of  adjusting  all  cases 
of  unfairness  in  tests  and  examinations.  This  system  is  in  operation  in 
many  schools  and  while  not  perfectly  satisfactory  in  all  its  workings,  it  has 
seldom  been  discarded  where  once  tried.  Since  its  adoption  at  Beloit  it 
has  created  more  thoughtfulness  and  stronger  moral  fibre  in  many  careless 
students.     Greater  good  willl  yet  come  from  it. 

The  mid-week  conference  is  not  as  much  of  a  faculty  prayer  meeting  as 
formerly.  Many  of  the  students  ,through  a  quickening  of  religious  motives, 
have  come  to  realize  more  their  privileges  and  responsibilities  and  these 
meetings  have  been  materially  strengthened.  A  series  of  conferences  or 
discussions  upon  different  phases  of  some  important  topic  has  from  time 
to  time  been  carefully  arranged  and  successfully  carried  out. 

The  Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's  Christian  Associations  have  made 
decided  gains  the  past  year,  both  in  numbers  and  in  the  work  they  seek  to 
do.  Of  the  150  men  in  the  college  department,  over  100  are  members  of 
the  association.  Fifty-seven  of  the  eighty  girls  are  members  of  their  associ- 
ation. Both  associations  are  better  off  financially  than  ever  before.  The 
girls  alone  have  raised  for  different  purposes  $650  the  past  year.  Both 
associations  send  a  greater  number  of  delegates  to  the  Geneva  Conference 
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each  year.  The  most  hopeful  feature  of  this  work,  however,  is  not  so  much 
growth  In  numbers  or  safer  financial  condition,  but  the  surprising  growth 
of  interest  in  Bible  study.  This  may  be  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  very  little 
instruction  in  the  Bible  has.  been  offered  by  the  college  the  past  two  years, 
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class  parties  and  fraternity  "informals"  on  the  same  evenings  when  debates, 
lectures  and  recitals  are  given.  "  'Tis  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished." 


3 
TO 

a- 

3 

i 


sence  at  the  earliest  convenient  date.     It  has  been  suggested  by  President 

Eaton  and  others  of  the  faculty  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made  whereby 

two  men  could  be  released  each  year,  one  the  first,  half   thp  nthpr  thp  seonnri 

half  of  the  year.     By  this  plan  each  m 

vacation,  seven  months  for  study,  and 

undoubtedly  be  worth  more  both  to  hii 

tinuous  year,  and  in  this  way  the  young 

much   earlier   the   benefits   of  this   va 

trustees. 

III.  DISCIPLINE.  Throughout  th 
some  respect  for  law  and  order.  Littl 
serenity  of  college  activities.  Minor  \ 
promptly  and  with  justice,  so  that  the 
not  suffered.  Dean  Smith  is  certain^ 
thoroughnesss  with  which  he  has  foil 
for  the  satisfactory  way  in  which  he  hi 
cipline.  Through  his  efforts  the  Pres 
necessary  work  and  worry. 

IV.  RELIGIOUS  LIFE.  The  gen 
student  body  is  decidedly  encouragin. 
ideas  of  right  and  justice  and  right  li\ 
years.  In  these  particulars  the  stud( 
general  tendencies  of  the  religious  w 
cessfully  with  the  "honor  system"  ir 
throws  upon  the  students  themselves  t 
of  unfairness  in  tests  and  examinati' 
many  schools  and  while  not  perfectly 
seldom  been  discarded  where  once  t 
has  created  more  thoughtfulness  and  i 
students.     Greater  good  willl  yet  con 

The  mid-week  conference  is  not  as 
formerly.  Many  of  the  students  ,throi 
have  come  to  realize  more  their  pri\ 
meetings  have  been  materially  strenj 
discussions  upon  different  phases  of 
to  time  been  carefully  arranged  and  su 
The  Young  Men's  and  Young  Wome 
decided  gains  the  past  year,  both  in  n 

do.  Of  the  150  men  in  the  college  department,  over  tuu  are  memoers  or 
the  association.  Fifty-seven  of  the  eighty  girls  are  members  of  their  associ- 
ation. Both  associations  are  better  off  financially  than  ever  before.  The 
girls  alone  have  raised  for  different  purposes  $650  the  past  year.  Both 
associations  send  a  greater  number  of  delegates  to  the  Geneva  Conference 


each  year.  The  most  hopeful  feature  of  this  work,  however,  is  not  so  much 
growth  in  numbers  or  safer  financial  condition,  but  the  surprising  growth 
of  interest  in  Bible  study.  This  may  be  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  very  little 
instruction  in  the  Bible  has  been  offered  by  the  college  the  past  two  years, 
but  chiefly  to  the  attractiveness  and  thoroughness  of  the  work  itself.  They 
offer  a  four  years'  course  of  progressive  and  systematic  study  of  the  Bible 
and  religious  subjects.  These  classes  have  been  conducted  by  specially  ap- 
pointed members  of  the  association  or  by  members  of  the  faculty.  The  stu- 
dents prefer  members  of  the  faculty  as  leaders  in  this  work.  Beloit  owes 
much  to  these  associations  for  the  preservation  of  the  democratic  spirit,'  for 
the  upholding  of  high  ideals  of  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  for  the  gen- 
eral moral  and  religious  tone  among  the  student  body.  A  further  statement 
should  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
The  boys  have  received  generous  gifts  from  trustees  and  alumni  the  past 
year,  but  they  need  fruther  help  and  co-operation  and  are  worthy  of  it. 
They  want  North  College  as  an  association  building  and  they  would  be 
willing  to  pay  a  fair  rent  by  the  year.  They  would  use  the  ground  floor 
as  their  general  headquarters  and  would  plan  to  rent  some  rooms  at  re- 
duced rates  to  members  of  the  association  who  are  especially  needy  and 
worthy.  The  building  now  rents  for  $200  a  year.  The  ooys  think  they 
could  pay  the  college  in  the  neighborhood  of  $150  a  year  and  still  carry  out 
their  plans  successfully.  Could  not  the  college  well  afford  to  make  this  con- 
cession to  the  work  of  the  young  men?  This  is  the  recommendation  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  not  of  the  faculty. 

V.  SOCIAL  LIFE.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  college  students,  be- 
sides their  general  contact  with  each  other  in  class-room  and  on  the  campus, 
may  profit  by  a  reasonable  indulgence  in  the  more  formal  social  life  of  a 
college  community.  Few  students  at  Beloit. in  these  days  need  to  be  de- 
prived of  this  privilege.  Social  life  in  the  college  in  certain  directions  is 
overdone  rather  than  underdone.  These  social  functions,  while  of  good  char- 
acter on  the  whole,  have  been  too  numerous  in  recent  years  and  as  a  result 
more  worthy  functions  have  often  suffered.  This  tendency  might  be 
checked  to  some  extent  by  requiring  the  fraternities  and  other  social  or- 
ganizations so  to  arrange  beforehand  the  dates  of  their  parties  that  they  will 
not  conflict  with  any  of  the  regular  college  functions.  The  problem  also 
will  be  further  solved  if  the  hopes  of  the  Christian  associations  along  this 
line  can  be  realized.  They  are  considering  seriously  the  feasibility  of  insti- 
tuting at  fixed  intervals  during  the  year,  a  series  of  three  or  four  attractive 
and  rather  elaborate  social  functions  to  which  the  whole  college  and  academy 
shall  be  invited.  By  concerted  action  in  these  gatherings  and  in  other  ways 
they  hope  to  create  in  time  a  wholesome  sentiment  against  the  holding  of 
class  parties  and  fraternity  "informals"  on  the  same  evenings  when  debates, 
lectures  and  recitals  are  given.  "  'Tis  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished." 


4 

VI.  DEBATES  AND  ORATORY.  Beloit  last  year  reached  the  high 
water  mark  both  in  debates  and  oratory.  For  the  past  two  years  the  boys 
have  carried  on  debates  with  three  colleges,  the  college  debate  with  Knox,  the 
Sophomore  debate  with  Carleton,  and  the  Freshman  debate  with  Ripon. 
In  addition  the  college  belongs  to  the  Interstate  Temperance  Oratorical 
Association  and  the  Interstate  Oratorical  Association.  Last  year  Beloit 
captured  all  three  debates,  took  first  in  the  state  temperance  contest  and 
first  in  the  interstate  oratorical  contest.  This  year  Beloit  lost  only  the  Ripon 
debate  and  the  temperance  contest.  Interest  in  debating  has  grown  rapidly 
the  past  few  years  in  all  the  colleges  and  universities  of  the  country,  but  at 
Beloit  it  has  advanced  with  remarkable  strides  and  it  is  hoped  that  still 
greater  victories  are  in  store  for  us  along  this  line.  Let  us  remember  that 
our  numerous  successes  in  debates  have  been  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
invaluable  assistance  given  by  the  department  of  Economics.  In  oratory 
Beloit,  with  five  firsts  and  five  seconds,  now  stands  clearly  at  the  head  of 
eleven  states  and  seventy  colleges  and  universities,  certainly  an  enviable 
position.  Beloit  will  ever  remember  the  Maurer  brothers  who  have  recently 
brought  us  such  added  glory.  Here,  too,  let  credit  be  given  to  whom  credit 
is  due.  The  testimony  of  those  who  have  been  successfully  trained  in  ora- 
tory should  be  final  in  this  matter.  With  one  accord  they  praise  the  able 
work  of  Mr.  Rowell.  He  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  success  of  his  work 
the  past  two  years.  Beloit  is  loth  to  give  him  up  at  this  time  but  the  best 
wishes  of  all  go  with  him  in  his  new  work. 

VII.  COLLEGE  EXTENSION  LECTURES.  A  system  of  extension 
lectures  has  been  established  during  the  past  year  with  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing closer  the  relations  between  the  college  and  its  accredited  schools.  By 
a  majority  of  the  departments  of  instruction  in  the  college,  lectures  suited  to 
high  school  audiences  are  offered.  The  only  obligation  assumed  by  the 
schools  making  requests  for  these  lectures  is  that  of  paying  the  expenses 
of  the  lecturer  of  the  evening.  Circulars  including  the  above  statement 
and  names  of  lecturers  with  their  subjects  have  been  sent  to  principals  of 
our  accredited  high  schools  and  academies  with  instructions  to  communicate, 
if  they  desire,  with  Professor  Wallace  who  has  general  charge  of  this  work. 
Although  this  plan  was  projected  late  in  the  year,  several  lectures  have 
already  been  given  and  with  a  success  that  warrants  the  continuance  of  the 
plan.  This  work  is  desirable  in  any  case,  but  especially  so  if  we  are  not  to 
have  an  active  soliciting  agent  in  the  field  all  the  year  round. 

In  this  connection  might  be  mentioned  the  continued  work  of  the  commit- 
tee on  accredited  schools.  This  work,  as  you  may  know,  is  under  the  efficient 
direction  of  Professor  Densmore  upon  whom  the  heaviest  burdens  have 
fallen.  More  schools  have  been  visited  than  in  recent  years,  but  this  kind 
of  work  is  so  important  and  valuable  in  bringing  students  to  Beloit  that  much 
more  of  it  should  be  done  systematically  each  year.     Some  new  schools  have 


been  added  to  the  accredited  list,  but  most  of  the  work  of  this  year  has  been 
in  renewing  our  touch  with  those  already  accredited.  It  seems  advisable  that 
Beloit  should  plan  to  visit  all  these  schools  at  least  once  eveiy  two  years. 
The  University  of  Wisconsin  does  more  than  this.  Beloit's  visiting  com- 
mittee have  everywhere  been  received  with  courtesy  and  a  cordial  welcome. 
Among  high  school  principals  old  friends  of  the  college  are  kept  by  such  visi- 
tation, new  ones  are  made  and  many  students  gained  who  might  not  other- 
wise hear  of  or  become  interested  in  Beloit.  No  better  method  of  advertising 
can  be  done  than  by  a  generous  provision  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  for  such 
visitation  of  secondary  schools. 

VIII.  ATHLETICS.  In  athletics  the  college  has  pat|ed  through  a 
most  satisfactory  year.  The  high  position  which  Beloit  has  won  in  the  past 
has  been  maintained  and  that  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties.  At  the  be 
ginning  of  the  present  academic  year  there  was  much  concern  felt  in  the 
college  with  regard  to  the  football,  baseball  and  track  teams.  Many  of  the 
best  players  of  last  year  had  graduated  and  it  was  feared  that  the  crticicism 
of  some  of  Beloit's  athletic  rivals,  that  the  college  contained  only  one  or 
two  good  players,  might  be  given  some  color  of  justification.  But,  as  has 
been  said,  the  result  of  the  year's  work  is  highly  gratifying.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  personnel  of  the  teams  was  made  up  in  large  part  of  new  men, 
their  work  has  been  of  an  unusually  accurate  and  consistent  kind,  bearing 
testimony  to  the  thoroughness  of  their  training.  Another  gratifying  feature 
of  the  year's  athletics  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  number  of  college 
students  participating  in  the  various  forms  of  athletic  exercises  has  been 
greater  than  during  any  previous  year  and  the  enthusiastic  work  of  the  sec- 
ond teams  has  often  been  largely  responsible  for  the  successes  scored  by 
those  actually  representing  the  college.  The  athletic  enthusiasm  which  per- 
vades the  student  body  and  the  maturity  of  play  shown  by  the  teams  large- 
ly made  up  of  new  players,  are  both  eloquent  testimonies  to  the  ability  of 
the  athletic  instructor. 

The  President's  announcement  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  build  a  gymnasium  which  should  be  an  honor  to  the  college  has 
called  forth  an  expression  of  student  sentiment  which  is  almost  unique.  The 
students  realize  in  some  degree  the  difficulties  which  have  been  met  by  the 
Board  in  their  desire  to  take  this  great  forward  step  in  the  life  of  the  college 
and  they  have  not  failed  rightly  to  appreciate  its  significance.  What  it  will 
mean  in  the  development  of  the  college  it  is  difficult  at  present  to  estimate. 
That  it  will  mean  greater  and  more  general  athletic  enthusiasm  is  certain; 
that  it  will  serve  as  a  unifying  element  in  college  life,  bringing  all  classes 
of  students  into  closer  touch  with  each  other  is  no  less  assured.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  faculty  that  it  will  also  mean  eventually  a  large  increase  in 
numbers.  To  college  students  surrounded  as  they  are  by  temptations  to  a 
purely  sedentary  life,  the  importance  of  regular  and  wisely  directed  physical 


training  is  becoming  all  but  universally  recognized,  and  we  rejoce  in  the  new 
building  not  only  as  a  pledge  of  the  progressive  spirit  which  we  believe  in- 
spires the  Beloit  life,  but  also  as  an  addition  to  the  working  equipment  of  the 
college  which  will  make  it  possible  for  Beloit  more  nearly  to  approximate  her 
ideal  of  education. 

IX.  THE  COLLEGE  CAMPUS.  The  college  community  takes  great 
pride  in  the  college  campus  with  all  its  natural  beauty.  But  at  certain  times 
of  the  year,  notably  during  the  early  summer  and  fall  months,  the  grounds 
suffer  somewhat  from  lack  of  attention  and  their  general  appearance  is  a  dis- 
appointment to  students  and  visitors.  This  should  not  be.  An  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  campus  could  be  mowed  oftener  in  the  spring  and  cleared 
of  all  rubbish  in  the  fall  would  be  very  acceptable  to  those  who  frequent 
its  pathways  and  byways  nine  months  out  of  every  twelve.  An  electric 
light  on  the  campus,  if  well  placed,  would  be  greatly  appreciated  and  would 
do  good  service. 

X.  DEPARTMENT  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

(a.)  General.  The  last  catalogue  shows  that  our  courses  of  study  have 
been  considerably  enlarged  and  enriched  during  the  past  few  years.  The  heads 
of  the  different  departments  are  not  worked  as  hard  as  formerly,  yet  more 
courses  are  actually  given.  This  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  helpers  have 
been  added  in  many  departments  and  partly  to  the  offering  of  alternate 
courses.  We  believe  that  Beloit's  course  of  study  as  now  offered  will  com- 
pare very  favorably  with  the  best  colleges  of  the  country. 

(b.)  Bible.  Both  faculty  and  students  rejoice  that  the  trustees  have 
at  last  seen  their  way  clear  to  add  to  the  present  teaching  force  a  professor 
of  biblical  literature,  and  are  doubly  pleased  that  their  choice  has  fallen  upon 
Mr.  James  A.  Blaisdell  of  Olivet,  Michigan.  Mr.  Blaisdell  has  at  last  accept- 
ed the  call  and  the  college  is  ready  to  receive  him  with  open  arms  and 
hearts. 

(c.)  Music.  At  the  close  of  last  year  much  concern  was  felt  as  to  the 
future  of  the  musical  department  of  the  college.  Professor  Allen  had  been 
in  charge  of  the  music  seven  years  and  in  his  quiet  but  forceful  way  had 
built  up  this  department  of  the  college,  so  that  in  spite  of  the  small  place 
given  to  music  in  our  curriculum,  all  came  to  be  proud  of  the  musical 
director  and  his  work.  Professor  Allen  had  no  small  share  in  creating  and 
developing  in  Beloit  people  and  especially  in  the  Beloit  circle,  a  genuine 
taste  for  and  appreciation  of  good  music.  Professor  Allen  was  a  scholar 
and  a  Christian  gentleman  through  and  through,  and  all  Beloit  loved  him. 
Such  a  man's  place  was  hard  to  fill,  but  in  their  choice  of  Professor  Tyler, 
the  trustees  have  made  no  mistake.  The  new  director,  being  a  young  man, 
has  put  greater  zest  and  renewed  vigor  into  the  work  and  the  music  of  this 
year  has  not  only  not  suffered  but  has  gained  steadily  in  prominence  and  in 
other  features.     Professor  Tyler's  report  is  submitted  separately. 


(d.)  Appropriations.  Reports  from  several  departments  indicate  that 
their  respective  appropriations  of  last  year  have  brought  satisfactory  results. 
We  are  sure  these  will  be  made  as  often  and  as  liberal  as  the  funds  of  the 
college  will  permit.  In  this  connection  the  gift  of  Professor  Hale  to  the 
department  of  philosophy,  for  the  equipment  and  operation  of  a  laboratory 
in  experimental  psychology,  should  not  be  unmentioned. 

(e.)  The  group  system.  During  the  present  year  the  group  system  has 
been  in  successful  operation.  The  fullest  fruits  of  this  system  have  not 
yet  been  realized,  but  the  results  already  obtained  show  plainly  that  the  new 
scheme  is  superior  to  the  old.  The  following  is  taken  from  the  last  college 
catalogue:  "The  arrangement  of  the  course  is  planned  to  combine  breadth 
and  thoroughness.  Certain  studies,  principally  in  the  earlier  years,  are  re- 
quired of  all  students,  while  fn  the  later  years  a  wide  range  of  electives  is 
opened.  The  choice  of  electives  is  unified,  however,  by  the  grouping  of  the 
studies  around  the  work  of  some  one  department.  Each  student  is  required 
at  the  time  of  making  elections  for  the  Junior  year  to  select  a  major  sub- 
ject to  which  at  least  twenty  semester  hours  must  be  devoted  during  the 
four  years  of  the  course.  The  instructor  under  whom  the  major  subject  is 
pursued  is  constituted  faculty  advisor  regarding  electives  and  directs  the 
choice  of  other  studies  related  to  the  major,  to  the  amount  of  fourteen 
semester  hours  during  the  four  years.  The  other  electives  are  open  without 
restriction."  There  are  three  groups  of  studies,  the  language  group,  the 
philosophy  group,  and  the  science  group.  Each  student  must  take  at  least 
one  year  course  in  each  of  the  groups.  This  system  ensures  breadth,  as 
was  said,  but  ensures  much  greater  concentration  than  before.  Students 
following  out  this  plan  will  be  stronger  than  formerly  in  at  least  one  subject 
with  a  good  knowledge  of  one  or  more  correlated  subjects.  The  choice  of 
majors  and  correlated  work  demands  of  students  greater  care  and  thought 
and  also  brings  them  into  closer  touch  with  the  instructors.  Both  of  these 
results  are  important.  The  group  system,  if  carefully  followed  up,  will  send 
out  better  teachers  for  our  public  schools,  better  candidates  for  professional 
schools,  and  better  men  and  women  for  all  the  walks  of  life, 
all  the  walks  of  life. 

(f.)  The  proposed  shortening  of  the  college  curriculum.  The  proposed 
shortening  of  the  four  years'  college  course  has  been  agitated  considerably 
in  college  and  university  circles  the  past  year  or  two.  Beloit  has  been 
interested,  in  fact  has  taken  an  active  part  in  some  of  the  public  discussions 
upon  this  subject.  The  college  is  inclined  to  be  conservative  on  this  question. 
The  consensus  of  opinion  at  Beloit  is  that  the  four  years'  college  course 
should  be  kept  intact,  changed  from  time  to  time  to  meet  changing  needs, 
but  that  we  should  in  no  sense  attempt  to  do  the  work  of  the  professional 
school.  Beloit  holds  that  the  full  four  years'  course  of  non-professional 
training  not  only  produces  broader  minded  and  more  cultured     men     and 
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women,  but  in  fact  prepares  the  best  candidates  for  the  more  technical  work 
of  the  professional  schools.  Many  men  hope  to  gain  fame  by  taking  the 
initiative  in  progressive  movements,  but  all  change  is  not  progress,  and  we 
believe  that  the  reduction  of  the  four  years'  college  course  to  three  or  the 
dovetailing  of  one  year  of  professional  work  into  the  present  established 
course,  would  not  only  be  injurious  to  the  final  equipment  of  students  for 
the  work  of  life,  but  would  be  seriously  detrimental  to  the  function  of  the 
small  college.  As  a  member  of  our  faculty  humorously  said  not  long  ago, 
"If  this  scheme  were  carried  into  effect,  where  would  Beloit  be  in  a  short 
time  and  where  would  I  be?"  Let  those  who  will,  then,  adopt  this  change, 
but  let  the  rest  of  us  be  very  sure  we  want  it  before  we  adopt  it.  Let  the 
time  honored  college  course  stand,  tested  long  and  proved  good  by  the  glo- 
rious results  of  the  past,  and  if  such  a  radical  change  must  come,  let  others 
show  to  us  that  it  is  superior  in  all  respects  to  our  present  course.  If  any 
concession  is  to  be  made  let  it  be  that  exceptionally  bright  students  shall  be 
allowed  to  graduate  in  three  years  provided  they  do  the  four  years'  work  in 
three.  The  small  college  has  a  function  and  a  future.  Beloit  is  of  this  class. 
The  great  majority  of  students  come  here  for  the  special  kind  of  training 
given.  Those  seeking  a  different  kind  of  training  go  elsewhere.  It  would  be 
a  great  injustice  to  withhold  from  our  students  the  kind  of  training  they 
come  here  to  get  and  to  force  upon  them  a  kind  of  training  which  only  a 
few,  who  should  be  urged  to  go  elsewhere,  desire. 

The  faculty  may  well  express  to  the  trustees  their  appreciation  of  their 
arduous  duties  and  long  continued  labor  of  love  for  the  college.  The  suc- 
cessful maintenance  of  such  an  institution  surely  demands  the  "strenuous 
life"  type  of  man  as  a  trustee.  Small  gratitude  indeed  and  scant  appreciation 
would  we  show  if  we  failed  to  give  in  return  to  this  work  the  best  service 
we  can  render.  It  needs  not  the  eye  of  a  prophet  to  see  that  you  are  building 
here  for  a  great  future.  Beloit  College  shall  stand  as  a  monument  of  your  wis- 
dom and  sacrifice.     May  you  never  falter  in  this  great  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.   E.   CALLAND, 
Chairman  of  Committee  to  make  Faculty  Report  for  1902-1903. 

Beloit,  Wisconsin,  June  22,  1903. 


